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VOLUNTEERS

MAKE A

DIFFERENCE

Katherine Coriano, a
sophomore at Aquinas High
School, was required to do a
volunteer project for school.
Intrigued by the flood of
television programs on
cemeteries and funeral homes
she decided it might be fun to
work in a cemetery. When
she called the Friends of
Woodlawn to contribute her
volunteer time we
immediately put her to work.

We were beginning to
develop the Great
Entertainers List, aroster of
names and biographies of

musicians, actors,
composers and
dancers. Katherine
focused her efforts
on reading

micro film and
making copies of
the obituaries of
performers buried
in The Woodlawn
Cemetery.

She spent hours
in the library
learning about the funerals of
some of the Broadway stars
of the early twentieth century.
Among those individuals she
researched were: Marilyn
Miller, Ziegfeld girl and film
actress; Charles Gilpin, the
first African American to
appear on awhite stage; Gus
Edwards, vaudevillian best
known for writing the popular
tunes, “ School Days’
and “By The Light of The
Silvery Moon;” and
Leopold Damrosch, the
German conductor who
founded the New York



